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Remarried Women in Song-Dynasty Litigation:
The Case of Zhao Zongji in the Qingming Ji

WONG Yu-hsuan™

The two judgments of Chapter 9, “Households and Marriage,” of
Minggong Shupan Qingming Ji %/ E H]EBHE (A Collection of
Enlightened Judgments by Famous Officials) are entitled “The remarried
wife wants to share the late husband’s house property” (yijiagi yu ju qianfu
wuye CUEFEEIERTREZE) (the first case) and “Those who are engaged
and do not marry for three years without reason listen to the divorce” (Zhu
dinghun wugu sannian buchenghun zhe tingli 3% EISHEN = FE NG E &
#t) (the second case). Both involve Zhao Zongji #§5% 4k, a remarried
woman from a clan family. The first case involves Zhao Zongji’ s request to
the family of her late husband Wei Jingxuan Zi5 & that they share the
property after her marriage to Liu Youguang 275 5%; she makes the request
on the grounds that Liu was a jiejoufu iJI7% (a husband taken into a
widow’s home shortly after the husband’s death). In the second case, Chen
Jian PH#E accuses Liu Youguang of not fulfilling the marriage contract of
his righteous daughter Wei Rongjie Z#45%H, who was the daughter of Zhao
Zongji and her late husband.

Property dispute was the main focus of the first case, and the parties
submitted various kinds of evidence to this end. This can show that a woman
with a special identity and higher social status like Zhao Zongji could obtain
more resources than the general public and join in property litigation. In the
second case, even if the woman’s side engaged in various sophistries, the

magistrate simply asked the man and the woman to reconcile in a general

Associate Professor, Department of History, Tunghai University.
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way. It can be seen from this that the magistrates of the Southern Song
dynasty had a pattern to follow for such civil cases.

Through the litigation of these two cases, we can perceive the mentality
and strategies towards litigation of the involved parties, understand the true
situation of contemporary people’s litigation, and more deeply comprehend
the special situation of remarried women. Not only could remarried women
file lawsuits over property, but magistrates also had to face up to their rights
and deal with them impartially. Even if some magistrates expressed their
fundamental disapproval of a woman’s remarriage in their verdicts, in the
case of a remarried woman initiating a lawsuit, they still made a legal and

reasonable judgment.

Keywords: Miggong Shupan Qingming Ji (A Collection of Enlightened
Judgments by Famous Officials), remarried women, Zhao Zongji,
property dispute, broken engagement



